RIDERS TO THE SEA1

BY J. M, SYNGE

THE late J. M, Synge was born in Ireland in 1871. His plays
are masterly both in conception and technique, and " Riders
to the Sea " has been described as the greatest one-act play of
modern times.

It is on record that Synge wandered about Europe with a
violin, and that the credit of discovering his genius must be
given to W. B. Yeats, the Irish poet, who wrote of him : " He
loves all that has edge, all that is salt in the mouth, all that is
rough to the hand, all that heightens the emotions by contrast,
all that stings into life the sense of tragedy. . . . The food
of the spiritual-minded is sweet, an Indian scripture says, but
passionate minds love bitter food."

Synge wrote in a language which had a music of its own,
even before his genius took hold of it, He has proved to
the world that the poetry of drama is not necessarily written
in verse.

1 Applications regarding amateur performances of this play should be
addressed to Messrs Samuel French, Ltd., 26 Southampton Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2, or 25 West 45th Street, New York.